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Introduction

T
his publication outlines the minimum program requirements and procedures

necessary for Montana school districts to offer a quality “state-approved” traffic

education (driver education) program.

Traffic Education (high school driver education) is part of the basic education of all

students; and, if offered, must be available to all eligible students within the school district’s

geographic jurisdiction (10.13.307 A.R.M).  For school accreditation purposes, traffic educa-

tion is an elective course and can be offered as part of the regular school curriculum to meet

graduation requirements. A unit of credit is defined as the equivalent of at least 225 min-

utes per week for one year. Fractional credit for course work not meeting the full unit re-

quirement can be awarded.

 School districts have the choice of offering traffic education as part of the basic system

of free quality public education of all students as outlined above, or including it as part of an

“extended” school day program on Saturdays, or as a summer school program. Districts may

contract with qualified “state-approved” teachers for the conduct of their “state-approved”

program.

Many schools charge students for traffic education. However, excessive registration

fees will prevent a percentage of students from enrolling.

Traffic accidents are the leading cause of death and injury to Montana youth and can

directly affect a student’s potential “success” in life, as well as contribute to the overall

health care costs for all Montanans. Traffic education forms the foundation for safe driving

behaviors.

Hopefully, this publication provides the answers you seek to questions about traffic

education. Should you need additional assistance or wish to make suggestions or comments,

you may contact the Office of Public Instruction, Traffic Education Unit, via mail or call

(406) 444-4432. The driver education Web site is located at www.opi.state.mt.us/drivered.
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A. The Traffic Education
Program
(10.13.307 - 308 A.R.M.)

An approved traffic education program for

student drivers must:

1. be provided only by school districts operat-

ing a junior high school or high school;

2. be for students who are 15 years old or older,

or who will reach their 15th birthday within

six months of course completion;

3. be taught by a teacher(s) of traffic educa-

tion approved by the superintendent of pub-

lic instruction;

4. be based on a curriculum guide, or guides,

readily available for review from the super-

intendent of public instruction or traffic edu-

cation staff. A student must meet the mini-

mum performance objectives identified by

the local school district in order to be con-

sidered as having successfully completed

the program;

5. be scheduled so that a

sufficient number of

courses are provided to

allow every eligible stu-

dent within the school’s

geographic jurisdiction

an equitable opportunity

to enroll;

6. consist of at least 60

hours of structured learning experiences

scheduled over no less than 25 days (21 days

after September 1, 2002; 23 days after Sep-

tember 1, 2003; 25 days after September 1,

2004). These learning experiences must in-

clude at least six hours of behind-the-wheel-

in-traffic driving instruction scheduled over

no less than six student-contact days.

Twelve hours of simulation may be substi-

tuted for two hours of behind-the-wheel in-

struction for those schools having traffic

simulator equipment approved by the Of-

fice of Public Instruction;

7. provide behind-the-wheel instruction only

to students who are currently participating

in classroom instruction.  All program

phases must be conducted using concurrent

or integrated scheduling;

8. use only dual-control vehicles that are

equipped according to standards established

by the superintendent of public instruction;

9. have property and liability insurance suffi-

cient to protect the school, teachers, stu-

dents, the public, the vehicle(s), and its

owner;

10. use the form titled, “School/Dealer Vehicle

Use Agreement” (form TE02) or the school

equivalent, when a traffic education loan ve-

hicle is procured from a vehicle dealer;

11. complete all re-

ports and documents re-

quired by the Office of

Public Instruction and the

Department of Justice,

Motor Vehicle Division in

the time frames required;

12. submit a clear and

complete explanation to

the traffic education spe-

cialist, Office of Public Instruction, along

with the school district application forms.

Approval of a departure request must be

granted before the program begins; and
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13. not fail to comply with the program require-

ments that shall be grounds for the super-

intendent of public instruction to deny or

revoke the approval of the school’s traffic

education program application.

(See Appendix G for definitions that apply

to the above and following regulations.)

B. The Cooperative Driver Testing
Program (CDTP) (10.13.314 A.R.M.)

The Department of Justice may authorize

public school districts conducting a traffic edu-

cation program approved by the superintendent

of public instruction to administer to the district’s

traffic education students required standardized

knowledge and road tests and to certify the test

results to the Department of Justice, provided

that:

1. the school district completes, signs, and sub-

mits an “Intent to Participate” affidavit to

the Motor Vehicle Division of the Depart-

ment of Justice;

2. each of the school district’s teachers who

teach all or part of the district’s traffic edu-

cation curriculum:

a. is approved under this chapter as a

traffic education teacher;

b. has attended and successfully com-

pleted a cooperative driver testing pro-

gram training class con-

ducted by the Department of

Justice; and

c. has completed, signed, and

submitted an “Instructor

Compliance Affidavit”; and

3. the school district and its traffic

education teachers administer

the program as outlined in the cooperative

driver testing program plan prepared by the

Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Divi-

sion.

The school district’s cooperative driver test-

ing program shall be subject to review by

the Department of Justice. The Department

of Justice may terminate the district’s au-

thorization to participate as a cooperative

driver testing school district or a teacher’s

cooperative driver testing program creden-

tials if the Department of Justice’s review

indicates habitual, intentional or negligent

non-compliance by agents of the school dis-

trict and/or the traffic education teacher.

4. The district “Intent to Participate and the

“Instructor Compliance” affidavits are avail-

able from the Department of Justice, Mo-

tor Vehicle Division, PO Box 201430, Hel-

ena, MT  59620-1430; telephone (406) 444-

1772.

C. The Teacher
(10.13.310 A.R.M.)

All teachers of traffic education must

have:

1. a valid Montana teaching certificate issued

by the office of public instruction, educator

licensure.  (It is strongly recommended that

the teacher have a “traffic education - 99”

endorsement on their license.);

2. approval as a teacher of traffic education

issued by the superintendent of public in-

struction, traffic education. Approval to

teach traffic education

shall be renewed with

each renewal of the

teacher’s license;

3. a minimum of eight

(8) semester hours of

credit course work in

traffic safety education.

This eight-semester hour block must include

a driver task analysis (classroom) and be-

hind-the-wheel (developing vehicle opera-

tional skills) course.  For each succeeding
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renewal of the teacher’s license, after ini-

tial approval, the teacher must accumulate

four (4) semester hours of credit course work

in traffic safety education until such time

as an endorsable minor, or its equivalent

(20 semester qualifying credits), has been

completed.

4. a valid driver’s license; and

5. a responsible local, state,

and national, driving

record free from more

than one moving traffic

conviction within any 12

month period of the pre-

vious 36 months; any al-

cohol related traffic con-

victions within the pre-

ceding 36 months; any

driver’s license suspen-

sion, cancellation, revo-

cation or denial within the preceding five

years; any involvement in any fatal traffic

accident during the previous five years; or

declaration of habitual traffic offender.

6. A teacher’s failure to maintain the require-

ments for traffic education teacher approval

constitutes grounds for the immediate re-

vocation of the approval to teach traffic edu-

cation.  Any revocation of approval may be

appealed to the deputy superintendent of

public instruction within 30 days of the date

of the notice of revocation of approval.  The

deputy superintendent shall review the re-

vocation and either confirm or reverse the

revocation. Mail the appeal to Deputy Su-

perintendent of Instruction, Office of Pub-

lic Instruction, PO Box 202501, Helena, MT

59620-2501.

Special Approval Provision

If a teacher’s approval to teach traffic

education has expired and the teacher has not

met the renewal requirements listed above in

item 3, the teacher may request an extension

for approval to teach traffic education, subject

to the following:

1. A one-time, one-year emergency extension

of approval may be granted for a teacher

who received initial approval but who has

not been able to complete the required four

semester or six quarter traffic education

credits for re-approval. The public school

district or eligible

nonpublic school shall

submit a letter to the Of-

fice of Public Instruction

stating it has advertised

for a traffic education

teacher and that no

qualified individuals

were available to teach.

In addition, the teacher

for whom the school is

seeking an emergency interim approval

shall submit to the Office of Public Instruc-

tion a plan outlining how the teacher will

satisfy the required course work within the

one-year extended period.

2. A one-time, extenuating circumstance ex-

tension of approval may be granted for a

period up to two years. The district and

teacher shall submit the same documenta-

tion required in (2)(a). In addition to the

above documentation, the teacher shall sub-

mit a statement of a compelling reason why

course work deficiencies cannot be com-

pleted within one year, and shall assure the

Office of Public Instruction that the teacher

will complete the traffic education minor,

or its equivalent, within the extension pe-

riod.

3. If other traffic education teachers are avail-

able to the school district, no emergency or

extenuating circumstance extensions shall

be granted. Both such extensions are con-

tingent upon the other renewal require-

ments, including a valid driver’s license, an

approvable driving record and successful

renewal of the teacher’s Montana teaching

license.
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D. The Vehicle (10.13.311 A.R.M.)

Vehicles used for the behind-the-wheel driv-

ing phase of traffic education may be procured

through a loan, lease, or purchase arrangement.

Regardless of the method, it is essential that a

sufficient number of vehicles be available for

instructional use. Each traffic education vehicle

must be equipped, maintained, re-

paired, identified, insured, stored, and

used according to the following:

1. Required equipment:

a. dual-control brake capable

of bringing the vehicle to a

complete emergency stop;

b. all current federal motor vehicle safety

standards (FMVSS);

c. two exterior mirrors and a teacher’s

rearview mirror;

d. first aid kit with contents appropriate

for possible minor injuries sustained

during instruction;

e. flares or reflector warning devices;

f. periodically inspected and operable fire

extinguisher located in the passenger

compartment;

g. accident report forms; and

h. operable safety belts for each occupant.

All occupants shall utilize a safety belt

at any time the vehicle is in motion.

2. Recommended equipment:

a. power steering and power brakes;

b. split or bucket type front seat;

c. four door sedan;

d. air conditioning;

e. tow cable;

f. shovel, ax and bucket;

g. flashlight;

h. rear window defogger; and

i. ignition cut-off switch.

3. Maintenance

The vehicles assigned for use in the traffic

education program shall be kept in a safe

operating condition. Maintenance and re-

pair practices should be in conformance with

manufacturer’s recommendations and with

the policy established by the school district

and participating dealer. Vehicles shall be

given a periodic safety in-

spection by a knowledge-

able person. The periodic

inspection shall be con-

ducted a minimum of

once a year and prior to

the annual commence-

ment of behind-the-wheel

instruction. The district shall maintain and

make available for review by the Office of

Public Instruction, or its designee, a record

of the safety inspections, which include:

a. the date of the inspection;

b. items inspected;

c. condition of items inspected; and

d. repairs made.

4. Vehicle Identification

All vehicles used in the traffic education pro-

gram are to be identified by either an over-

head sign, a rear sign, or both.  When the

rear sign is used, it must not be so large as

to obstruct a driver’s rear vision.  Decals

provided by the dealers are used only in con-

junction with one or both types of signs.

5. Restriction of Loan Vehicles

Vehicles provided by dealers on a loan ba-

sis shall be used for traffic education pur-

poses only unless the dealer(s) gives writ-

ten authorization to use the vehicles for

other purposes.

6. Licensing

“Exempt” license plates shall be obtained

for a traffic education vehicle owned by, or
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provided to the district by a dealer. “Dealer”

license plates are not to be used on these

vehicles.  Responsibility for securing exempt

license plates rests with the school district.

The school must obtain the appropriate ap-

plication from the county treasurer.  In the

space provided for registered owner, type

the name and telephone number of the

school district and the name of the dealer

providing the vehicle.

7. Insurance

Each practice-driving vehicle (including

motorcycles) must be covered by an amount

of insurance that meets or exceeds mini-

mum requirements of local and state finan-

cial responsibility statutes.

8. Vehicle Use Agreements

A common method for procuring practice

driving vehicles is a school/dealer use agree-

ment between the school or school district

and a cooperative automobile dealer or

dealer group. Each school district must use

the form entitled “School/Dealer Vehicle Use

Agreement” (TE02) or its equivalent.  This

agreement form is self-explanatory and can

be obtained by writing to Traffic Education

Programs, Office of

Public Instruction,

PO Box 202501,

Helena, MT 59620-

2501.

If several dealers

express a desire to

provide practice-driving vehicles on a loan

basis, the school district should either ac-

cept an equal number of vehicles from each

dealer or should apply an annual rotation

plan worked out with the dealer group or

the local vehicle dealers association.

9. Vehicles Rented, Leased or Owned by

the School

Vehicles assigned for use in the traffic edu-

cation program must be readily available

for this use. Use of vehicles for other pur-

poses must not conflict with the traffic edu-

cation instructional program. If a traffic

education vehicle is being used for purposes

other than driving instruction, all identifi-

cation as a traffic education vehicle must

be removed.

E. Student Enrollment and
Learner License(s)
(10.13.312 - 10.13.313 A.R.M)

The trustees of any district operating a jun-

ior high school or high school may establish and

maintain a traffic education course for students

within the district’s geographic jurisdiction, pro-

vided that any student enrolled in the course will

have reached their 15th birthday within six

months of course completion. The district shall

not be reimbursed for students completing the

course at a younger age.

All students enrolled in the traffic educa-

tion program and receiving behind-the-wheel in-

struction shall have in their immediate posses-

sion a valid Montana traffic education permit, a

valid Montana traffic education learner license,

a valid Montana instruction permit

or a valid Montana driver license

as prescribed in Title 61, chapter 5

of the Montana Code Annotated

(MCA).

1. Traffic Education Permit

A traffic education permit (TEP,

also known as a restricted instruction per-

mit or RIP) is authorized and prescribed in

61-5-106, MCA.  It is valid from the date of

issue until course completion as indicated

by the expiration date, provided an ap-

proved traffic education teacher accompa-

nies the student while driving. These per-

mits are issued to the school district by the

local driver examiner when presented offi-

cial Office of Public Instruction approval for

the current year. These permits shall not

be given to the student, but shall be kept

by the traffic education teacher and carried
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with the teacher in the car when the stu-

dent is receiving behind-the-wheel instruc-

tion.

2. Traffic Education Learner License

(TELL)

A traffic education learner license (TELL)

is authorized and prescribed in 61-5-106(2)

MCA. It allows a student to practice driv-

ing only with a licensed parent or guardian

or a qualified traffic education teacher. It

does not allow the student to practice driv-

ing with any other licensed driver. This li-

cense can only be obtained while the stu-

dent is successfully participating in, or has

successfully completed, a state-approved

traffic education program.

a. A TELL may be obtained:

b. through the local driver license

exam office of the Motor Vehicle

Division of the Department of Jus-

tice, provided:

(i) the respective school district per-

sonnel authorizes the student to

apply for the license by placing

his/her name on the “Student List”

form (TE04) and transmits the

student list, along with the “Cer-

tification” form (TE03) signed by

the appropriate school district

personnel to the local driver li-

cense exam office;

(ii) the student has paid the necessary

fee and obtained the driver license

receipt and application form.

(iii) the student presents the com-

pleted, notarized application and

receipts for payment of the permit

with proof of identity, certified

birth certificate, proof of residency,

and social security number to the

examiner.  The permit is valid for

six months from the date of re-

ceipt.

(iv) the student is at least 141/2 years

of age.

(v) the student is successfully partici-

pating in or has successfully com-

pleted a state-approved traffic

education program.

(vi) the student successfully completes

all parts of the driver license ex-

amination other than the driving

test; or

c. through a public school district

participating in the cooperative

driver testing program (CDTP)

provided:

(i) the student is at least 141/2 years

of age and is enrolled in an ap-

proved traffic education program

participating in the CDTP;

(ii) the student presents to the CDTP

school district the completed, no-

tarized application with proof of

identity, certified birth certificate,

proof of residency, and social se-

curity number;

(iii) the student successfully completes

an eye exam and written knowl-

edge test through the CDTP

school district as authorized by

the Department of Justice, Motor

Vehicle Division.  The permit is

valid for six months from the date

of successful completion of the

written exam; and

(iv) the respective CDTP school dis-

trict personnel places the

student’s name on the “Student

List” form (TE04) with an indica-

tion of a waiver for the knowledge

test, and transmits student list,

along with the “Certification” form

(TE03) signed by the appropriate

school district personnel to the lo-

cal driver license exam office

within three days of issuance of

the TELL to the student.
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A. Application for Approval
(10.13.308 A.R.M.)

1. A school district shall apply for and receive

approval annually from the superintendent

of public instruction in order to provide, and

prior to commencing, a young novice driver

education program. Public school districts

eligible for public funding shall apply and

receive approval from the superintendent

of public instruction prior to starting a

young novice driver education program in

order to be eligible for state reimbursement

from the state  traffic education fund.

2. To obtain approval for a traffic education

program, a school district shall complete

and submit to the superintendent of public

instruction an “Application for Approval of

a Traffic Education Program(s) for Young

Novice Drivers” form (TE01). This applica-

tion form may be obtained from the super-

intendent of public instruction’s traffic edu-

cation specialist. Following action by the su-

perintendent of public instruc-

tion, a copy of the application

shall be returned to the school

district showing the approval

status. All necessary forms and

materials shall be forwarded at

this time.

3. The traffic education teacher(s) teaching the

program shall have approval issued by the

superintendent of public instruction on or

before the beginning date of the program in

order for the school district to commence a

traffic education program for young novice

drivers, or for public school districts to be

eligible for state reimbursement.

B. Reimbursement Requests
(10.13.309 A.R.M.)

1. The administrative official of the eligible

public school district shall submit a “Traf-

fic Education Program Reimbursement Re-

quest” (a certified list of pupils who have

completed a state-approved traffic educa-

tion program) on or before July 10 for all

students who completed the program dur-

ing the preceding fiscal year.  Forms TE03

and TE04 are the official request forms for

reimbursement AND MUST BE SUBMIT-

TED TO OPI AT THE COMPLETION OF

EACH COURSE CONDUCTED, or no later

than July 10 of each year, for all students

that completed the program during the pre-

ceding fiscal year.

2. Reimbursement per student shall be based

on the completion of at least 50 percent of

the classroom portion and 50 percent of the

behind-the-wheel portion of the course, and

minimum age requirements. Reimburse-

ment per student shall

be paid whether the

student passed or failed

the course.

3. On or before Au-

gust 31 of each year, the

superintendent of pub-

lic instruction shall disburse to the eligible

public school districts, the amount of traf-

fic education reimbursement money to

which they are entitled based on the num-

ber of students listed on the reimbursement

forms and on the money available for reim-

bursement in the state traffic education ac-

count.

II. Program Procedures
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4. Traffic education reimbursements received

by eligible public school districts must be

deposited in the district’s traffic education

fund and shall only be expended for traffic

education related expenses.

5. State reimbursement for traffic education

shall not be issued to public

school districts that provide

traffic education with unap-

proved teachers or operate a

traffic education program not in

compliance with Montana

statutory and administrative

law.

C. Driver Examination Procedures

(See Appendix B for more information.)

1. Students completing a traffic education

course should be advised of the requirement

for presenting a birth certificate, social se-

curity number and notarized driver license

application form to the licensing official at

the time they appear for examination un-

less they have successfully participated in

the Cooperative Driver Testing Program

(CDTP), in which case these documents will

have been presented to the school.

2. Before students 15

years of age can obtain

a driver license, the ad-

ministrative official of

the school district

must verify successful

completion of a state-

approved traffic educa-

tion program to the

county treasurer and/or licensing official.

This is accomplished by submission of the

forms TE03, Green-Notice of Successful

Completion, “certification” page, and TE04,

Green-Notice of Successful Completion,

“Student List” page at the conclusion of the

traffic education program.

These forms must be submitted periodically

throughout the year as students under the

age of 16 complete the traffic education pro-

gram.
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Appendix A

Listing of Forms Available

Below is a list of traffic education program

forms available upon request from the Office of

Public Instruction, Traffic Education Program,

PO Box 202501, Helena, MT  59620-2501.  All

forms are to be submitted by the respective dead-

line to the same address.

Note: Most of the forms are mailed out

annually to the schools.  All of the forms

can be downloaded from www.opi.state.

mt.us. Go to “Programs and Services,”

then to the Driver Education—Traffic

Education page.

TE01—Application for Approval

Traffic Education Program for

Young Novice Drivers

Deadline August 1

This form must be completed, sent in to the

OPI and approved before the school starts its pro-

gram. The application is for the coming school

year and the summer following the school year.

Example 2003-04 school year with summer 2004

program. (Refer to color-coded instructions on

form for distribution procedures.)

TE02—School/Dealer Vehicle Use

Agreement

This form, or it’s equivalent, is used when a

loan vehicle is obtained via a vehicle dealer.  (Re-

fer to color-coded instructions on form.)

TE03—Certification for Traffic

Education Programs (must be attached to

 TE04)

Deadline July 10 for previous fiscal
year (*white copy)

Commonly referred to as the “signature

page.”  This form is completed at the beginning

and the end of the program. Some of the pages

go to the driver license examiner or the County

Treasurer and one copy must be sent to OPI for

reimbursement purposes.  (*Refer to color-coded

instructions on form for distribution procedures.)

TE04—Student List for Traffic

Education Programs (must be attached to

 TE03)

Deadline July 10 for previous fiscal
year (*white copy)

This form is completed at the beginning and

the end of the program.  Some of the pages go to

the driver license examiner or county treasurer

and one copy must be sent to OPI for reimburse-

ment purposes. (*Refer to color-coded instruc-

tions on form for distribution procedures.)

TE05—Application for Approval as a

Teacher of Traffic Education (completed

by instructor)

This form must be completed with the re-

newal of every traffic education teacher’s license,

regardless if they have an endorsement in traf-

fic education.

TE06—Year End Report (Formerly called

“Survey”)

July 10 for previous fiscal year

This form is submitted to the OPI annually

no later than July 10 and provides information

from the previous fiscal year.  The form must be

submitted in order to receive reimbursement

from OPI.
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Appendix B

Procedure for Obtaining a
Montana Driver License

1. Pay the driver’s license fee to a county trea-

surer or appropriate licensing official.

a. You will receive two receipts and an ap-

plication form.  (Receipts entitle you

to three attempts to pass the exami-

nation within six months.)

2. Fill out your application form and study the

driver’s manual.  Be sure to have signatures

notarized or witnessed by a Department of

Justice (DOJ) driver examiner.

3. Present the completed application and re-

ceipts to the driver examiner when you are

prepared for the examination.

a. New applicants will be required to

present to the examiner satisfactory

proof of identity and date of birth at

the time of the first examination.  (A

certified copy of applicant’s birth cer-

tificate is required.)

b. Students are to bring their social se-

curity card to the exam station. Stu-

dents who do not have a social secu-

rity card should be advised to apply for

one prior to driver licensing.

c. The examination will consist of:

(1) a knowledge test of traffic laws,

traffic signs, and safe driving

practices, unless waived by a

CDTP certified traffic education

teacher;

(2) a vision test; and

(3) a “behind-the-wheel” road test,

unless waived by a CDTP certified

traffic education teacher. If you

are not ready to take this test it

may be postponed, and an Instruc-

tion Permit may be obtained

which authorizes you to practice

your driving while accompanied

by a licensed operator for up to six

(6) months from date the knowl-

edge test was first attempted. If

the Instruction Permit should ex-

pire before the entire test is com-

pleted, the applicant will be re-

quired to pay the fee and start

over again.

Page 12 Appendix B

Be sure to have signatures

notarized or witnessed by a

Department of Justice (DOJ)

driver examiner.



Appendix C

Scheduling Considerations

Quality traffic education programs are char-

acterized by several accepted principles of sched-

uling.  Today, most traffic education programs

are faced with financial limitations, time restric-

tions, and the chains of traditionalism.  The fol-

lowing principles are offered as scheduling

guides.

1. The classroom instruction and behind-the-

wheel instruction should be offered on an

integrated basis.  This means

scheduling the traffic educa-

tion program to include a blend

of the classroom and associ-

ated behind-the-wheel instruc-

tion during the duration of the

traffic education course.

2. Inclement weather driving, within the abili-

ties of the student driver, is encouraged as

opposed to cutting back or canceling driv-

ing until the arrival of fairer weather.

3. Schedule two students per vehicle, per hour;

three and four persons may reduce instruc-

tional effectiveness and waste time during

driver changes.  Never schedule only one

student-it leaves the various parties vulner-

able to perceptions and accusations of im-

proprieties.

4. School policy should govern which students

are accepted into the program first, second,

and so on.  You may want to consider age

(oldest first), need (students who must fi-

nancially assist family), grades, or first-

come, first-served during sign up times.

This policy must meet the criterion of be-

ing “equitable.” See definitions in

Appendix G.

5. Traffic education instruction

should be provided for in the

regular school day, as well as af-

ter school, and in the summer, if

your student enrollment justifies

it. This will help assure that all eligible stu-

dents in your school’s geographic jurisdic-

tion have an equitable opportunity to en-

roll. (See Appendix F, Section III for more

guidance.)
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Appendix D

Perceptual/Physical Screening

Driving decisions and performance to a

large extent depend on a clear, complete and ac-

curate picture of the immediate surroundings.

Ninety percent of a driver’s decisions are based

on perception.  Perceptual/physical testing is a

necessary part of a well-rounded traffic educa-

tion program because it gives the student and

instructor an insight into individual capabilities

and how to compensate for any deficiencies.

Students should be able to demonstrate the

ability to observe and recognize, in an efficient

manner, the pertinent highway transportation

system events and conditions for vehicle guid-

ance along selected routes.  The following is a

list of various perceptual/physical screening that

you may want to include before a student par-

ticipates in the behind-the-wheel phase of the

program:

1. visual acuity;

2. distance judgment;

3. color recognition;

4. night vision;

5. glare vision and glare recovery;

6. central vision;

7. peripheral vision; and

8. reaction time.

This screening can be accomplished with ap-

propriate equipment. The instructor can have

students operate this equipment or divide the

students into groups of two and have them screen

each other.
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Appendix E

Parent/Guardian Participation

Parental assistance can serve, not to replace

the traffic education program, but to supplement

the driving portion of the course. Parents should

allow students to drive with them while taking

the school course and after its completion.

The parental role is one of reinforcing skills

introduced by the traffic education teacher; new

skills should not be introduced by the parent.

The important objective of traffic education, both

formal and informal, is the development of an

effective, efficient, and responsible highway user.

1. Guidelines and Sequence

Before the practice sessions, a good system

of communication and method of instruc-

tion should be established so that each per-

son knows what to expect of the other.  To

aid in parent-student-teacher communica-

tion, a check-off plan can be used by both

instructor and parent so that each is aware

of what the other is doing.

Before driving, the student

should become familiar with

the operation of all controls

and safety devices since these

differ from vehicle to vehicle.

Also, the vehicle owner’s manual should be

studied in advance.

At the beginning of the practice session, the

student should start the vehicle, move it for-

ward a short distance, and then stop a few

times to adjust to the particular vehicle.

Easy left and right turns on level streets

can be practiced first, followed by various

kinds of turning situations.  Good timing

and coordination, especially during the “un-

winding” phase, should be emphasized.

Lateral judgment can be developed by pull-

ing parallel along a curb to within six inches.

2. Stress Visual Habits

To ensure good perceptive driving, stress vi-

sual habits behind the wheel.  If the eyes

keep moving throughout the entire 360 de-

grees of the driving environment, the driver

can make the correct responses to clues and

hazards, vital to proper vehicle operation.

Steering control, lane position, and speed

control can be taught by using lightly trav-

eled rural roads; good visual habits are es-

sential to the development of all three skills.

Allow practice time for adjusting speed con-

trol to road and traffic conditions, vehicle

limitations, and driver proficiency.

Gradually, as the student becomes proficient

in the manipulative skills

and visual habits, you can

progress into traffic, cross

through streets, turn onto

and off them, and then

travel on them.  Be aware

of the traffic situations

ahead of the student and give cues when

necessary.  Occasionally, have the student

verbalize what is seen ahead.

If a hazardous situation should develop

which the student is not prepared to handle,

then it is best to pull over to the side and

wait for the situation to clear up.
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3. Keep Sessions Short

A few short practice sessions (30 to 45 min-

utes) are generally more effective than one

or two longer sessions.  After considerable

practice, a long drive on the highway may

suitably demonstrate the effects of fatigue

and tension at the wheel.

Beginning drivers usually need to take more

time to see and evaluate what they see. They

should not feel embarrassed because of their

need for extra caution or because of an ex-

perienced driver’s lack of patience or under-

standing.  Most new drivers should spend a

minimum of 25 to 30 hours in supervised

practice behind the wheel before they are

granted the privilege to obtain

a driver license.  More hours

are recommended, and some

state graduated driver license

programs require 50 or more

hours of practice driving before

a restricted license is issued.

The student driver will func-

tion and learn best under con-

ditions where mutual respect

abounds.  The responsibility of the parent

is fulfilled by giving proper guidance and

setting good examples.  Combined with for-

mal high school traffic education, supple-

mental practice offers a sound contribution

to the development of the skilled, safe driver.

REMEMBER, GET PARENTS IN-

VOLVED!  INFORM PARENTS ABOUT

WHAT YOU WANT THE STUDENT TO

LEARN.  Use a booklet like this created

as a guideline for parents or a brief in-

struction sheet with the procedure sheets

included. Outline specific tasks, such as

backing, that you want the student to

practice with parents. Have a meeting

with the parents of students who need ad-

ditional practice, individually or as a

group. The easiest communication, but

not always the most effective, is the tele-

phone.  Inform the parent what and how

you want the student taught. Issuance of

a learner license to all students should

be carefully consid-

ered before practice

is initiated. You

might consider issu-

ance of the learner li-

cense only after the

student has passed

the halfway point in

your traffic educa-

tion program. Of

course, it is your decision if and when to

use this method to extend your program.

We encourage you to try it.  You might

like it.
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Appendix F

A Discussion of Traffic Education for
Montana Schools

I. INTRODUCTION

Traffic education programs exist as a com-

ponent of two complex systems, Montana’s edu-

cational system and Montana’s highway trans-

portation system.  Each system has its own set

of goals, objectives, procedures and evaluation

processes.  Within Montana’s educational sys-

tem, traffic education competes for attention with

an array of school subjects in regard to sched-

ule, time and financial support.  School decision-

making officials should judge the potential of

traffic education, along with other school sub-

jects, based on relevance to the general objec-

tives of the education system and the unique

objectives which apply to the local school district.

Acceptance as a priority curricular offering de-

pends upon the degree to which traffic educa-

tion contributes to the general objectives of edu-

cation and the degree to which the course meets

the needs of the local community.

As a part of Montana’s highway transpor-

tation system, traffic education competes with

diverse groups of components. The general ob-

jective of management forces within the high-

way transporta-

tion system is to

provide safe, effi-

cient, convenient,

comfortable, eco-

nomical and

rapid movement

of people and

goods. Therefore, traffic education must produce

safe and efficient highway users who are capable

of (1) coping successfully with a variety of physi-

cal environments; (2) operating efficiently on

complex traffic facilities; (3) controlling the ve-

hicle they operate; (4) blending with other high-

way users; and (5) supporting worthwhile ap-

proaches to system improvement.

Although the nature of Montana’s educa-

tion system differs from the highway transpor-

tation system, traffic education must operate as

a component of both systems. Decisions that ef-

fectively establish traffic education as the

knowledge and beginning skill foundation for a

variety of crash and risk prevention strategies

and interventions will benefit the educational

system, the highway transportation system, and

society at large.

II. LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY

The leadership of the local school authori-

ties, and particularly of the school district su-

perintendent, is of paramount importance in a

successful traffic education program. It is rec-

ommended that the responsibility for the over-

all school traffic education program be assigned

to a qualified and interested individual.

Evaluating the effectiveness of the overall

traffic education program is an indispensable

means of improving instruction. School staffs

should work cooperatively in de-

veloping and applying an evalua-

tion plan designed to reveal needs

or new directions for improving

traffic education.

The evaluation plan should

be an integral part of planning for

and continuing instruction. School officials

should work closely with teachers to:
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1. prepare and arrange, in sequence, a series

of clearly worded objectives that describe

expected performances;

2. develop instructional modules or units

which contain learning activities; and

3. produce suitable measurement or proce-

dures for determining whether an indi-

vidual or group has achieved the objectives.

III. PLANNING FOR INSTRUCTION

This section provides

guidelines to assist the school

district in planning, implement-

ing and evaluating its traffic

education program.

A. Course Scheduling

The various phases of in-

struction (classroom and behind-the-wheel)

should be integrated and correlated through

appropriate assignment of students.  Stu-

dents should not be scheduled for dual-con-

trolled vehicle instruction until they have

acquired certain basic knowledge in the

classroom phase and have experienced skill

development exercises with simulation

equipment, on a multiple-vehicle driving fa-

cility and/or an off-street driving area.

There are several different systems used in

scheduling classes for traffic education.

Each administrator will need to apply sound

judgment in selecting a system, which will

allow inclusion of traffic education in the

curriculum of the school.

The following considerations should be

taken into account:

✔ the number of students and how they

are to be accommodated;

✔ the number of days/weeks needed to

complete the course;

✔ the amount of time to be allocated to

classroom instruction and behind-the-

wheel instruction phases;

✔ the number of qualified teachers avail-

able; and

✔ the availability of dual-control vehicles.

During the regular school year, each traffic

education program should be scheduled for

a full semester.  Traffic education programs

should be included in the regular school

curriculum whenever possible.  Classes may

be taught after regular school hours or on

Saturdays, as well as on regular school days

or as a summer school program.

1 . Classroom

 Instruction

In the classroom,

student experiences

focus on the personal

and social factors af-

fecting the safe and

efficient movement of traffic. The theory of

motor vehicle operation is explored and un-

derstanding is developed of the desirable

roles to be played by all users of traffic fa-

cilities, including drivers, pedestrians, bi-

cyclists, and motorcyclists. In planning for

effective classroom instruction, approaches

should be selected that will achieve goals

through developing basic knowledge, desir-

able attitudinal or behavioral traits, and the

fundamental knowledge needed to develop

skills for efficient operation of motor ve-

hicles. Classroom experiences in traffic edu-

cation courses may be improved through the

proper use of classroom activities that simu-

late in-vehicle skills, audiovisual teaching

aids, multimedia arrangements, computers,

and television.

2. Behind-the-Wheel Instruction

The objectives developed for the behind-the-

wheel instruction phase should parallel and

supplement classroom instruction.  Stu-

dents may apply and reinforce the knowl-

edge and behavioral tendencies gained in

the classroom, as well as acquire skills and

establish desirable habit patterns.
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Student experiences may include a combi-

nation of the following:

a. behind-the-wheel experiences in a

dual-control vehicle, operated under

on-street conditions with the supervi-

sion of a teacher seated in the front seat

to the right of the student;

b. in-traffic observation experience in a

dual-control vehicle;

c. simulated experience consisting of

filmed or realistic computer generated

traffic events which provide students

with opportunities to respond with re-

alistic driving controls under the close

supervision of a teacher; and/or

d. behind-the-wheel experience in a prac-

tice driving vehicle which is operated

on an off-street multiple vehicle driv-

ing facility.

3. Minimum Time

The need for recognition and support from

within Montana’s educational system and

from within the transportation system re-

quires increasing accountability for instruc-

tional results.  Since experience has not

demonstrated that time-based instruction

offers reasonable or ac-

ceptable assurance of stu-

dent accomplishment,

many traffic education

programs are moving to-

ward criterion-referenced

or performance-based in-

struction. This means that for each aspect

of the total traffic education program care-

ful study must be made to determine the

desired performance levels of students and

the alternate methods through which the

performances may be attained. Until such

time as minimum performance-based stan-

dards are determined and established as

common practice, present Montana law re-

quires that the minimum schedule for stu-

dent achievement of course objectives be 60

hours of structured learning experiences

and any deviation from the 60 hour ap-

proach must be approved in advance by the

Office of Public Instruction.

In a competency-oriented program, the

amount of time needed by a group or an in-

dividual student for learning a unit concept

or topic could vary.

Students need experience in both classroom

and behind-the-wheel instruction. Stress

should be placed on student achievement

of high-level performance objectives instead

of time-based exposure to specific units of

instruction.

B. Types of Courses

1. Dual-Control Vehicle Plan

The dual-control vehicle plan consists of

classroom instruction plus actual in-traffic

driving experience and observation time in

a dual-control vehicle.  There is a ratio of

one teacher to one student behind-the-

wheel, with up to three more students as

in-vehicle observers. Within each group,

students rotate from observation to behind-

the-wheel instruction. Most of the practice

driving activity takes place on streets and

highways accessible to the school site, us-

ing existing traffic conditions

as the learning environment.

Experience indicates that the

low teacher-pupil ratio in a

dual-control vehicle provides

students with an amount and

type of individual attention

that meets their needs. Teachers are able

to vary the method and the length of instruc-

tion in order to bring all students up to a

satisfactory performance level. Another

positive conclusion is that student observ-

ers learn quickly from both the mistakes

and the accomplishments of the student be-

hind-the-wheel. On the negative side, the

low teacher-pupil ratio results in a relatively

high cost of instruction per student per unit

of instructional time. Another weakness is

the failure to provide teachers with a means
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of determining either the student’s poten-

tial ability or performance level gained

through previous experience in advance of

scheduling for in-vehicle instruction.  Also,

this plan offers no safe, practical, and effec-

tive method of developing in students ha-

bituated responses to

collision-producing

emergency situa-

tions. The practice

driving activity is

limited to streets and

highways accessible

to the school site. In

rural Montana, this

may represent minimal exposure to the va-

rieties of traffic conditions and situations

youngsters will be exposed to in their driv-

ing career.

Experience leads to the conclusion that bet-

ter results are obtained when student ex-

periences in the classroom and behind-the-

wheel phases are closely correlated. One

method of accomplishing this is to have

teachers rotate assignments between the

two phases, using course content and teach-

ing strategies derived from careful planning

by the entire instructional staff.

2. Simulator Plan

The simulator plan calls for regular class-

room instruction, simulated practice driv-

ing experiences using approved electronic

equipment, and behind-the-wheel learning

in a dual-control vehicle operated in traffic.

The simulation equipment is located either

in a classroom or in a mobile unit which can

be moved from one location to another.

Research studies have demonstrated that

use of simulation equipment as a part of

traffic education produces students who are

at least as adequately prepared as are stu-

dents who have taken the dual-control ve-

hicle type of course. The simulation medium

permits teachers to assess the readiness of

students before they are scheduled for on-

street practice.  Simulation experience can

improve the student’s ability to identify and

predict what other road users may do, make

sound decisions and carry out the decisions

effectively.  It offers them experience with

a wider range of traffic situations than

would be possible in many parts of Montana.

Not only is the scope of in-

struction expanded but the or-

der of exposure to more com-

plex learning situations may

be arranged progressively

with the students’ acquisition

of advanced skills.  The simu-

lation plan gives the students

practice, without undue risk,

in recognizing common emergency situa-

tions and selecting the most appropriate re-

sponse. The opportunity to learn proper re-

sponses to collision-producing situations

should be an integral part of all traffic edu-

cation courses.  It has also been shown that

the simulator plan can prepare students at

a lower per pupil cost when the equipment

is used on a full-time basis, and student en-

rollment is adequate.

A weakness is that mastery of manipula-

tive skills in a simulator that does not nec-

essarily assure comparable performance in

the dual-control vehicle.  In addition, simu-

lation does not lend itself to learning in re-

gard to all driving skills. Examples are skid

control and parallel parking.

3. Multiple Vehicle Driving Plan

This plan consists of the regular classroom

instruction, behind-the-wheel learning in a

dual-control vehicle operated in traffic, and

varying amount of time on an off-street mul-

tiple vehicle driving facility.

A unique benefit of this plan is the greater

opportunities students have to practice ba-

sic maneuvers. The increased opportunity

arises not only from the extended time avail-

able, but from the design of the facility

which requires most of the time to be spent

maneuvering a car and very little time de-

voted to steering it down a straight road-
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way.  Such a facility should consist of a hard-

surfaced area on which a number of student-

operated vehicles are used simultaneously

under the direct supervision of one or more

teachers.  The area should include space for

development of fundamental driving skills

and decision-making processes, road sur-

faces wide enough for two-way and multiple

lane traffic lanes, and an electronic or oth-

erwise effective means of communication

between teachers and students. In addition,

the driving facility experience requires stu-

dents to rely on their own learning rather

than depending on a “patient” teacher,

ready to remind them of all the necessary

driving acts or to use the dual controls.  Stu-

dents often come better prepared for the

scheduled learning sessions, form sound de-

cision-making habits, and develop self-reli-

ance, confidence, and performance ability

at a faster rate.  The multiple vehicle plan

also permits teachers to evaluate the level

of motor skills achieved by students in or-

der to provide special attention to individual

needs and to tell when students are ready

to drive in actual traffic conditions. With ap-

propriate space and design features, this fa-

cility can provide students with an oppor-

tunity to practice certain emergency maneu-

vers of an evasive nature.

The advantages cited are concerned with

quality of instruction, but the per student

cost advantage for this type of laboratory

instruction must not be overlooked.  In dual-

control vehicle instruction, the teacher-pu-

pil ratio is one to one; on the multiple ve-

hicle facility, one teacher can work effec-

tively with 12 or more students.

4. Multiple-Phase Approach

The multiple-phase approach provides per-

haps the best possible framework for achiev-

ing the central purpose of traffic education

in that it combines the advantages of the

dual-control vehicle plan, the simulator

plan, and the multiple-vehicle plan, and

may add a multimedia package.  Scheduled

for 90 hours, a multiple-plan course may

provide each student with up to 45 hours in

the regular classroom, 15 hours of multi-

media, 12 hours of simulator instruction, six

hours of multiple-vehicle instruction, and

as much as three hours of dual-control ve-

hicle instruction. This approach enables

each student to have observation experience

in traffic and time for scheduled project ac-

tivities. There is also time for the use of tele-

vision and other innovative approaches as

they become available.

The principal disadvantage of the multiple-

phase approach is the sizable investment

required for the initial procurement of

equipment and facilities. However, when

the useful life of the equipment and facili-

ties and the improved teacher-pupil ratio

are taken into account, per student costs of

the multiple-phase approach are at least

comparable to those of the dual-control ve-

hicle plan.

C. Course Content

Content of traffic education courses for stu-

dent drivers should treat, but not be lim-

ited to, the following areas of study:

1. basic and advanced driving maneu-

vers;

2. perceptual and decision-making tech-

niques;

3. the effects of drugs, including alcohol,

and other substances on the driving

performance;

4. rules of the road, state traffic laws, and

local ordinances;

5. signs, signals, highway markings, and

highway design innovations which re-

quire understanding for efficient driv-

ing performance;

6. operation of motor vehicles on streets

and highways with emphasis on tech-

niques that will aid the driver and pas-

senger in the event of a collision, and
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facilitate the transportation and care

of injured persons;

7. special characteristics of urban, rural,

and freeway driving;

8. information on the capabilities and

limitations of other highway users,

such as pedestrians, bicyclists, motor-

cyclists and operators of commercial

vehicles;

9. special techniques for coping with

emergency situations and environmen-

tal factors such as wind, rain, flooding,

heat, ice and snow;

10. preventive maintenance, with empha-

sis on motor vehicle systems and sub-

systems, which are critical to safe op-

eration;

11. first aid and natural laws relating to

the driving task;

12. comprehensive highway safety pro-

grams, like law enforcement, and how

they are developed and improved;

13. career awareness;

14. consumer educa-

tion; and

15. energy conserva-

tion as it relates to

the driving task

and the ecological

impact of transpor-

tation.

D. Evaluation and Reporting

In order to provide a basis for program im-

provement in traffic education, school offi-

cials responsible for the program should

conduct ongoing evaluations to determine

the effectiveness of courses provided by its

high school(s).  As a part of the plan, every

effort should be made to collect and assess

the graduate’s driving records.

The evaluation plan should include school

and district recording of the name, birth

date, and course completion date of each

student completing the program, and the

per pupil cost for that instruction.

A simple cost-effectiveness comparison can

be made for a given type of traffic educa-

tion course in one school with that of other

schools in the district or county of the state.

High schools should have the following in-

formation available for reporting purposes:

1. a description of the traffic education

course offered, including documenta-

tion of departures from established

minimum Office of Public Instruction

standards required for course approval;

2. a roster of traffic education teachers

and administrators, along with their

location of assignment and their quali-

fications and certification status; and

3. an accurate description of physical fa-

cilities and equipment made available

at each school for traffic education, in-

cluding complete information pertain-

ing to practice

driving vehicles.

A record of

students who have

successfully com-

pleted each type of

traffic education

course should be

maintained for

five or more years

for possible research purposes. Effective-

ness of programs over the time period

should be determined.

E. Parent/Guardian Participation

Time available for behind-the-wheel in-

struction is often limited to the extent that

some students do not attain the desirable

skill level.  In some instances, the concerned

students do not receive a passing grade and,

in other cases, additional practice under

supervision is provided after completion of
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the course. Parents/guardians are not usu-

ally aware of the course content or method-

ology employed by traffic education instruc-

tors.  As a result, the parent/guardian is un-

able to apply adequate standards when su-

pervising supplementary in-vehicle driving

practice.

Various procedures have been evolved to

remedy this deficiency. Some school systems

have prepared special forms which are

mailed to parents/guardians or are deliv-

ered by students. These forms identify driv-

ing weaknesses and ask the parent/guard-

ian to provide the student with additional

practice under supervision. However, this

procedure has proved to be a somewhat neg-

ligible solution to the problem.  Other school

systems have developed a special “parent/

guardian participation curriculum guide”

with supplemental lesson plans. The

teacher interprets the course and explains

the role of parents/guardians in providing

students with additional practice while the

school traffic education course is being con-

ducted. In general, the results have been

encouraging. Often, with parents/guardians

concentrating on the development of fun-

damental manipulative skills, teachers

have more time (in-vehicle) to devote to de-

cision making, visual/perceptual skills, and

advanced elements of the driving task.

F. Resources

Wise use of resource

people, films, tape re-

cordings, filmstrips,

etc., is most valuable.

Unwise use, without

planned educational purpose, however, is a

waste of time.  Seldom should a film, tape,

resource person, filmstrip, etc., be expected

to carry the full burden of an educational

program. The teacher ceases to fulfill the

role as leader and director of the education

activities of the classroom when outside

aids, whether they be human or mechani-

cal, are not tightly woven into a planned

educational program which continually

moves along to accomplish its designed pur-

pose.

1. Resource Personnel

When a resource person is used, the

appearance should be well planned.  A

list of questions should be drawn up

ahead of time by the students. The

guest speaker should be supplied with

a list of these questions ahead of time.

Some suggested resource people are:

a. car dealer;

b. doctor;

c. finance person;

d. highway patrol officer;

e. insurance agent;

f. judge;

g. lawyer;

h. local police;

i. mechanic;

j. traffic engineer; and

k. Operation Lifesaver

presenter.

Where class periods are long (50-60

minutes), do not expect your guest to

speak the entire time.  Use of a film or

demonstration can help to increase in-

terest and produce a better discussion.

2. Field Trips

Field trips can present first-hand

experience not possible in the class-

room. A trip must be well planned.  Stu-

dents should be involved and have

some objective to accomplish. Each stu-

dent or group of students should have

some assignment. Notify any person or

business well in advance of your visit.

Possible field trips are:

a. car dealership;

b. emergency driving

procedures workshop;

c. driver licensing station;

d. garage;

e. highway department;

f. large city;
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g. traffic court; and

h. service station.

3. Videos

These resources should be ordered on

a yearly or semester basis. Teachers

should consider the advantages of mak-

ing their own slides and videos. This

allows for better organization, and the

instructor can emphasize those things

deemed important.

Sources:

a. private industry;

b. National School Safety film

catalog(s);

c. Lucy Carson Library at the

University of Montana-

Western;

http://www.umwestern.edu/

Academics/library/COLL/

opi.html; and

d. public service organizations.

There are a whole host of new resources

available to the teacher and student

who is familiar

and fluent with

the Internet and

various computer

technologies.  The

Internet provides

access to a world of

resources and a

variety of com-

puter applications.

Digital imaging tools, including digi-

tal cameras allow easy development of

electronic slide and video presenta-

tions.

G. Community Relations

Traffic education is an area of the total

school program that is constantly in the

public eye. Parents, of course, have a con-

cern for their children’s safety in traffic;

sharing this concern are many governmen-

tal officials and community agencies. For

this reason public information media are

always eager to present traffic topics. It thus

behooves teachers and school administra-

tors to do everything possible to see that

the traffic education course is of top quality

that truly reflects the total school program.

Good community and media relations in

connection with traffic education enable the

school to achieve public backing not only for

the course but for the entire school program.

After everything administratively possible

is done to assure that the best instruction

can take place, then students, parents, traf-

fic police, license personnel, representatives

from civic clubs, governmental agencies,

community leaders, and news media people

are brought in to help improve the program.

School-community cooperative endeavors

should take place.  For example, an off-

street multiple vehicle driving facility can

become a focal point of activity during non-

school hours.  Methods of continuously in-

terpreting the program to the public and its

leaders include the follow-

ing:

1. examples of good

teaching and safe driving

practices exhibited on

streets and highways, as

well as in classrooms and on

special facilities;

2. providing the news

media with regular and spe-

cial news items;

3. in-service work with the entire faculty;

4. proper care and exclusive use of prac-

tice driving vehicles for instructional

purposes;

5. recognition by each teacher that, be-

cause they are known throughout the

community, they must set a good ex-

ample for driving behavior;
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6. acceptance by teachers and adminis-

trators of every opportunity to appear

before civic groups to tell of both ac-

complishments and the needs of traf-

fic education; and

7. open house and parent/teacher confer-

ences.

H. Safety Belts and Protection

Safety belts are “preventive medicine.”

Their major functions are as follows:

1. they prevent ejection from the vehicle

in case of a crash (There is five times

the risk of death if an individual is

thrown from the vehicle.);

2. they lessen injury inside the vehicle;

3. they restrain and decelerate the body

with the vehicle, thus minimizing in-

jury;

4. they hold the body in the seat during

sudden stops and turns, giving the

driver better control over the vehicle;

and

. 5. they prevent fatigue by preventing

slouch and muscular activity which

otherwise would be needed to keep the

body in the seat as the vehicle bounces

or turns.

I. Nighttime Instruction

Darkness is the most common and, perhaps

least regarded, visual handicap. Classroom

discussion, films and other approaches

should be used to make the student aware

of the problem of night driving.  Where pos-

sible, school districts are encouraged to pro-

vide vehicle instruction during hours of

darkness.  This provides students with su-

pervised vehicle operating experience un-

der conditions that are less than ideal—a

very real part of everyday driving.

J. Other Traffic Education

Courses

Traffic education courses should be provided

within school districts for beginning adult

drivers, meeting special needs of individu-

als and groups (such as individuals with

handicapping conditions), driver improve-

ment, vocational purposes, motorcycle

safety, snowmobile safety, recreational ve-

hicle safety and advanced driving. Such

courses should:

1. be based on current curriculum guides

approved by the Office of Public In-

struction;

2. provide behind-the-wheel instruction

only to students who are currently par-

ticipating in the classroom phase of the

program;

3. use only practice driving vehicles that

are equipped according to standards

established by the Office of Public In-

struction and are covered by insurance

sufficient to protect the school, teach-

ers, students, and the public; and

4. use only appropriately qualified teach-

ers.

K. Motorcycle Safety Education

An appropriate amount of traffic education

course time should be devoted to the rela-

tionship between automobiles and motor-

cycles.  This instruction should bring out

the fact that many traffic collisions involv-

ing automobiles and motorcycles occur be-

cause one or both operators are not aware

of the special characteristics of the contrast-

ing vehicles.

It is further recommended that schools of-

fer a beginning motorcycle safety course on

an elective basis for those intending to ride

motorcycles.  For information, contact the

Montana Motorcycle Safety Education Pro-

gram (MMSEP) at 1-800-922-BIKE or visit

http://motorcycle.msun.edu/.
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“CDTP” Cooperative Driver Testing Program.  A joint program of the Montana Department of Justice,

Driver Services Bureau and the Montana Office of Public Instruction that authorizes approved

driver education teachers teaching in an approved driver education program to administer the

written and skills tests for a driving permit on behalf of the Department of Justice.

“Concurrent scheduling”  Scheduling the traffic education program without an interruption of in-

struction between classroom instruction and behind-the-wheel instruction. [10.13.307 (4)(a)

A.R.M.]

“Eligible student”  Any youth who lives within the geographic boundaries of the public school district

whether or not they are enrolled in the public school district and who meets the age require-

ments of 10.13.312 and has not yet reached 19 years of age on or before September 10 of the

school year in which the student participates in traffic education.  For the purposes of this rule,

traffic education programs conducted during the summer months shall be considered part of the

school year immediately preceding the summer months. [10.13.307 (4)(b) A.R.M.] (... students

enrolled in the course will have reached their 15th birthday within six months of the course

completion.) (10.13.312 A.R.M.)

“Equitable”  Treating all eligible students fairly and without bias in the notification, enrollment, and

class administration procedures associated with traffic education.  [10.13.307 (4)(c) A.R.M.]

“Integrated scheduling”  Scheduling the traffic education program to include a blend of classroom

instruction and associated behind-the-wheel instruction during the duration of the traffic edu-

cation course.   [10.13.307 (4)(d) A.R.M.]

Page 26 Appendix G

Appendix G

Definition of Terms



Montana Office of Public Instruction

Linda McCulloch, Superintendent

PO Box 202501
Helena, Montana  59620-2501

www.opi.state.mt.us

January 2004




